Elders Training Workshop 
November 6, 2008
4.  “Greatness Demonstrated!”
Study: Humility: True Greatness by C.J.Mahaney     
Assignment:  Please read Chapter 4:  “Greatness Demonstrated”  pp. 47-59 and be ready to discuss the following questions.        
Introduction:







In our last study of C.J. Mahaney’s  book, we were confronted by our inward drive for significance.  While living this life we want to feel that we are persons of worth and that our lives make some sort of contribution to society or the people we touch.
So far, so good!  There’s no problem here.  But deeply imbedded in our nature there lurks a deeper desire—a desire for greatness.  We want more that significance: “I want my significance to be greater than yours!”  We seek greatness— especially in the eyes of others, which means rising above others and controlling them to do our bidding.
But Jesus bursts that bubble of understanding by redefining greatness as setting aside our motivation of self interest and pride by establishing a new definition.  True greatness is “serving others for the glory of God.”   This is the genuine expression of humility; this is true greatness as defined by Jesus Christ.             
Interestingly, Mahaney doesn’t stop with a redefinition of greatness by Jesus.  In this fourth chapter, he brings it home with even greater penetrating clarification.  When Jesus commands His disciples to love one another, (in His upper room discourse, John 15:12) notice He doesn’t reference the Old Testament summary of the law:  “To love your neighbor  (or one another) as yourself.”  Instead, He raises the bar to a new level using Himself as the standard.  “Love one another as I have loved you!”  What does that love look like?  Read the next verse (15:13)  Greater love has no man than this, that he lay down his life for His friends.”  Having greatness that seeks to serve others out of true love that glorifies God means, serving with a love that is willing to sacrifice.  But as Mahaney points out”  “true greatness is attained only by emulating the Savior’s example—and made possible only by the Savior’s sacrifice.”  We are not able to emulate Christ until we recognize and receive Christ’s sacrifice for ourselves.
I    Bible Study:     
1 In Mark 10:45,  how does Jesus clarify for His disciples the difference between His example of serving and their understanding?  Pg. 47-48
2 When we seek to “serve others for the glory of God,” what criteria did Jesus establish in John 15:5 that we must respond to?

3 In comparing the great commandment (Matt 22:37-39) to love God and love one’s neighbor, how is Jesus’ command in John 15:12 significantly different and even more challenging than the command of Matt 22:39?
4 Knowing Jesus sacrificed Himself to serve us, what must we realize and accept in our service to others?   Gal. 2:20;   II Cor. 5:14-16

II.         Book Study
1 What new insights did you gain about humility and greatness from Mahaney’s fourth chapter?          
2 When Jesus calls us to “love one another as I have loved you,” how does Mahaney’s explanation of Christ paying a ransom and His sacrifice for us help you to better understand the love of God for us and the extent to which He went to serve us?  Pg. 56
3 What impacted the disciples most that resulted in their transformation:  Jesus example or His sacrifice?  Explain your answer. Pp. 56-57
4 What is the Apostle Paul’s key motivating principle for calling the body of Christ into a ministry that glorifies God and serves people?  Rom. 12:1

APPLICATION

Consider your own life for a moment.  Where would you be if Christ hadn’t ransomed you?  

As you serve as an elder at RCC how can applying Galatians 2:20 shape your “serving others for the glory of God?’
